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SUB J : BELIZE DISPUTE - BRITISH INFORM GOG OF REINFORCEMENTS 

1. BRITISH CONSUL MCQUILLAN WILL DELIVER FOLLOWING AIDE 
MEMOIRE TO FOREIGN MINISTRY AT 4:30 PM TUESDAY NOVEMBER 4. 

2. QUOTE: HMG ARE AWARE THAT DESPITE THEIR MANY EFFORTS 

TO ASSURE THE GOVERNMENT OF GUATEMALA THAT THEY SEEK ONLY 
A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THEIR DIFFERENCE OF VIEW ON THE 
QUESTION OF BELIZE, THE GOVERNMENT OF GUATEMALA HAVE NOT 
GIVEN ANY CLEAR ASSURANCE THAT THEY RULE OUT SEEKING A 
UNILATERAL SOLUTION. EVEN SINCE THE VISIT TO GUATEMALA 
CITY OF MR. IVOR RICHARD, AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS, 
FOR TALKS ON 26 OCTOBER WITH SR. MOLINA, THE PURPOSE OF 
WHICH WAS TO EXPLAIN OUR ATTITUDE TO THE PROBLEM OF BELIZE 
IN THE CONTEXT OF PROCEEDINGS AT THE UNITED NATIONS, 

THE GOVERNMENT OF GUATEMALA HAVE CONTINUED TO INCREASE 
THE DEPLOYMENT OF TROOPS AND MILITARY EQUIPMENT CLOSE 
TO THE BORDER OF BELIZE. FOR EXAMPLE, ADDITIONAL TROOPS, 
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MOVED UP TO REINFORCE THE BATTALION, EQUIPPED WITH 
ARTILLERY AND MORTARS, ALREADY IN THE BORDER AREAS. 

IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT, 
CONSCIOUS OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE DEFENSE OF 
BELIZE, HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO AUTHORISE AN 
APPROPRIATE REINFORCEMENT. ADDITIONAL INFANTRY AND A 
DETACHMENT OF HARRIER AIRCRAFT ARE ACCORDINGLY BEING 
SENT TO BELIZE. THE PURPOSE OF THESE REINFORCEMENTS 
IS ENTIRELY DEFENSIVE. BRITISH FORCES STATIONED IN 
BELIZE TERRITORY WILL CARRY OUT THE ROUTINE PATROLLING 
AND TRAINING EXERCISES WHICH HAVE ALWAYS BEEN THE 
PATTERN OF THE GARRISON'S ACTIVITY. 

3. QUOTE: HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT HAVE TAKEN THIS 
STEP RELUCTANTLY. THE ADDITIONAL FORCES WILL BE 
WITHDRAWN AS SOON AS HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT ARE 
SATISFIE D THAT THEIR PRESENCE IS NO LONGER REQUIRED. 

4. QUOTE: IT REMAINS THE WISH OF HER MAJESTY'S 
GOVERNMENT THAT ANY DIFFERENCE OF OPINION BETWEEN 
BRITAIN AND GUATEMALA ON THE FUTURE OF BELIZE SHOULD 
BE RESOLVED BY DISCUSSION. HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT 
HOPE THAT SUCH DISCUSSIONS MAY BE RESUMED AFTER THE 
CONCLUSION OF THE DEBATE NOW IN PROGRESS IN THE 

FOURTH COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
END QUOTE. 

5. COMMENT: MCQUILLAN TOLD EMBOFFS HMG, AT SPECIFIC 
REQUEST OF GOVERNOR OF BELIZE, OMITTED ANY MENTION OF 
NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL INFANTRY BEING SENT TO BELIZE, IN 
ORDER NOT TO BE COMMITTED TO ANY FUTURE CEILING OF 
SIZE OF BRITISH GARRISON, AS UK WAS AS AFTERMATH OF 
1972 CRISIS. 
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